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S'SI.  %'^  2-  POSITION  PAPER  ON  THE 

h  9C»4  1-0  MONTANA  COPPER  STRIKE  AS  OF  NOVEMBER  30,  1967 

SOME  GENERAL  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

1)  On  November  30,  1967  the  copper  strike  in  Montana  will  be 
in  the  139th  day  and  into  the  20th  week. 

2)  Prior  to  the  start  of  the  copper  strike  on  July  15,  1967, 
the  Montana  economy  was  riding  high,  wide  and  handsome.   Non-farm 
employment  for  the  first  five  months  of  this  year  exceeded  comparable 
months  of  all  past  years.   All  economic  indicators  pointed  to  a 
record  breaking  employment  year,  with  a  non-farm  employment  peak  of 
200,000  almost  a  certainty.   Things  began  to  change  after  the  strike 
started.   The  expected  employment  peak  fell  short  by  4,300  workers. 
The  heavy  weight  of  the  continuing  copper  strike  is  now  laying  hard 
on  the  economic  scale  with  depressing  pressures  on  both  human  and 
monetary  factors. 

3)  The  work  stoppage  effects  in  the  neighborhood  of  7,200 
workers  directly  involved  in  the  strike  at  Anaconda,  Butte,  Great 
Falls,  and  East  Helena.   Secondary  unemployment,  especially  at  Butte 
and  Anaconda,  is  now  becoming  more  forceful.   Layoffs  in  trade,  service, 
and  professional  firms  continue  on  a  day  to  day  basis  as  the  strike 
period  lengthens  and  economic  conditions  worsen.   About  five  hundred 
such  workers  have  already  either  lost  their  jobs  or  are  on  short 

work  weeks  in  the  Anaconda-Butte  economies. 

4)  Montana  is  losing  many  of  its  skilled  workers  to  other  states. 
About  500  of  the  strike  idled  workers  from  Butte  are  now  employed  in 
California,  Washington,  and  Oregon.   The  majority  of  these  are  skilled 
craftsmen  who  found  jobs  in  aircraft  and  shipbuilding  industries.  , 
More  skilled  workers  will  leave  as  the  strike  continues.   We  cannot 
afford  to  lose  these  workers  for  one  of  a  community's  best  assets 
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is  the  presence  of  many  skilled  workers  in  its  population.   This 
worker  exodus  from  the  Butte  area  is  supported  by  the  fact  that 
there  have  been  more  than  500  utility  disconnections  there  since 
the  strike  started,  or  an  average  of  five  every  day. 

5)  The  exodus  from  Great  Falls  has  been  neglible.   Many  found 
work  in  that  immediate  area  in  construction,  agriculture,  etc. 
Because  of  a  more  diversified  economy  there. 

6)  Butte  (965),  Anaconda  (796),  and  Great  Falls  (1,336), 
accounted  for  39%  of  the  7,955  unemployed  workers  registered  for  employ- 
ment at  the  23  local  public  employment  offices  throughout  the  state 

at  the  end  of  September,  1967. 

IMPACT  OF  THE  STRIKE  ON  PUBLIC  V/ELFARE  FUNDS:   JULY  15,  1967  to 
NOVEMBER  1,  1967: 

1)  SILVER  BOV/  COUNTY  (Butte  -  as  of  November  1,  1967) 

a.  819  striking  families  received  general  assistance 
warrants  of:  $182,654.00 

b.  An  additional  1,225  families  certified  eligible 
for  food  stamp  program. 

2)  DEER  LODGE  COUNTY  (Anaconda  -  as  of  November  1,  1967) 

a.  440  striking  families  received  general  assistance 
warrants  of:  $  86,975.00 

b.  An  additional  720  families  certified  eligible 
for  food  stamp  program. 

3)  CASCADE  COUNTY  (Great  Falls  -  as  of  November  21,  1967) 

a.  59  striking  families  received  general  assistance 

warrants  of:  $  11,048.21 

b.  An  additional  575  families  certified  eligible 
for  food  stamp  program. 
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The  low  ratio  of  welfare  recipients  in  Cascade  County  points  up 
availability  of  other  work  there  in  contrast  with  Anaconda  and 
Butte  where  job  openings  are  at  a  minimum. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  FOR  THESE  THREE  COUNTIES 
(AS  OF  NOVEMBER  1,  1967): 

1)  1,308  striking  families  from  these  three  counties  received 
a  total  of  $279,071.00  in  general  assistance  warrants.  . 

2)  2,520  striking  families  were  certified  as  eligible  to 
participate  in  the  surplus  food  stamp  program. 

WAGE  LOSSES  OF  STRIKING  WORKERS  FROM  JULY  15,  1967  TO  NOVEMBER  30, 
1967: 

1)  Estimated  wages  lost  by  all  striking  workers:   $20,396,411.00 

2)  Average  wage  lost  by  each  striking  employee:         2,596.07 

3)  Time  required  for  average  striking  employee 
to  make  up  wages  lost  to  November  1st  if  the 
average  settlement  should  be  7.5  cents  per 

hour  more  than  pre-strike  rate:  13.27 

Years 

ESTIMATED  STATE  TAX  LOSSES  AS  RESULT  OF  COPPER  STRIKE  FROM  JULY  15, 
1967  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1967: 

1)  Loss  of  State  income  taxes  from  7,200  strike  idled 
workers:  $   463,000.00 

2)  Loss  of  revenue  from  mineral  production  tax:    $   440,000.00 

3)  TOTAL  tax  losses  as  direct  result  of  strike 
to  November  30,  1967:   (Loss  in  taxes  to 

State  of  Montana)  $   903,000.00 


XEPARED  BY  UCC  -  HELENA 
Dvember  30,  1967 
igar  H.  Reeder,  Chairman 
id  Executive  Director 
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